DISPLACEMENT OF ORGAN".                    71

For example, we may grossly misinterpret the
intensity of a stimulus under certain circumstances.
Thus, when a man crunches a biscuit, he lias an un-
comfortable feeling that the noise as of all the struc-
tures of his head being violently smashed is the same
to other ears, and he may even act on his illusory per-
ception, by keeping at a respectful distance from all
observers. And even though he be a physiologist,
and knows that the force of sensation in this case is
due to the propagation of vibrations to the auditory
centre by other channels than the usual one of the ear,
the deeply organized impulse to measure the strength
of an external stimulus by the intensity of the sensa-
tion asserts its force.

Again, if we turn to the process of perceptional
construction properly so called, the reference of the
sensation to a material object lying in a certain direc-
tion, etc., we find a similar transitional form of illusion.
The most interesting case of this in visual perception
is that of a disturbance or displacement of the organ
by external force. For example, an illusory sense of
direction arises by the simple action of closing one
eye, say the left, and pressing the other eyeball with
one of the fingers a little outwards, that is to the right.
The result of this movement is, of course, to transfer
the retinal picture to new nervous elements further
to the right. And since, in this instance, the dis-
placement is not produced in the ordinary way by
the activity of the ocular muscle making itself known
by certain feelings of movement, it is disregarded
altogether, and the direction of the objects is judged
as though the eye were stationary.